Memo to a Freshman by The Iowa Homemaker
Volume 28
Number 3 The Iowa Homemaker vol.28, no.3 Article 2
1948
Memo to a Freshman
The Iowa Homemaker
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
The Iowa Homemaker (1948) "Memo to a Freshman," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 28 : No. 3 , Article 2.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol28/iss3/2
a 
I F I were a freshman entering college today, I would wish for someone a little bit older, possibly a little bit wiser, to take me by the hand and tell me the 
ingredients for the formula of collegiate "success." 
I should like to know from the beginning that graduation with a scholastic 
four point is not enough in itself, but that after four years at Iowa State I will 
want to take with me an unwritten book of memories, many well-chosen friends 
and a sense of having given more than I have taken. With this accomplished, 
1 will have been a "success" and I will go on to be a bigger and more important 
success, whether in the career I have chosen or in the business of marriage. 
If I were entering college today, there are a number of things that, knowing 
them, would make the paths a little less thorny. First, it is important to realize 
your own place in a community as large and as well organized as Iowa State. It's 
important, too, to realize and appreciate the work that is being done to keep 
things running smoothly, so that you can enjoy the traditional celebrations such 
as Homecoming and Veishea, so that you can read the campus publications and 
witness the student theatre productions. You owe a debt to the people who are 
doing this work for you and when the opportunity comes for you to do your 
share in any of these activities, you have an obligation to these people and to 
the college to uphold your share. 
And throughout all the work that you do ... classes, assignments, activities, 
it's essential to remember that no matter how busy you are, or how tired you may 
be, there is someone here who is doing a bigger job, a more important job than 
you, and doing it better. You'll hear many times this year from worldly-wise 
upperclassmen, "Why, I haven't slept more than 5 hours a night now for 2 years." 
That may well be true, but take it with more than one grain of salt. It is not a 
necessary routine in college living. There are few women at Iowa State today 
who are doing so much that it cannot be done easily within the limits of 7 a.m. 
and 11 p.m. Lack of rest, and a curtailed social life is not an indication of campus 
importance. It is a sign of inefficiency and incompetence. 
College is a threefold proposition. You will hear that many, many times 
before graduation day and yet it is only the smallest percentage of women who 
leave college and can honest! y say that they have given their best in all three 
ways ... socially, scholastically and in activities. 
Today is not too early to hitch your wagon to a star. Decide what it is you 
want, know what it takes to get it and the star is yours. Whether it's Phi Kappa 
Phi, president of a dormitory or Mortar Board, you are today on an equal footing 
with every freshman woman in college and the honors can be yours as easily as 
they can belong to others. 
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